Before the
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

)
In the Matter of )

)
Authorizing Permissive Use of the ) GN Docket No. 16-142
“Next Generation” Broadcast )
Television Standard )

)

REPLY COMMENTS OF

THE SOCIETY OF BROADCAST ENGINEERS, INC.

The Society of Broadcast Engineers, Inc. (“SBE”)! submits these reply comments in
response to the National Association of Broadcasters’ Petition for Rulemaking (the “Petition”),?
and initial comments filed in response thereto, filed in the above-captioned proceeding. The
Petition requests that the Commission establish a timeline to complete the transition to the ATSC
3.0 broadcast standard (also referred to as “NextGen TV”), and update several FCC rules to
facilitate that transition. SBE supports the Petition, and agrees that the time has come to set
reasonable deadlines to complete the transition to NextGen TV.

By all measures, ATSC 3.0 is far superior to its 1.0 predecessor, and will deliver significant
improvements and benefits to consumers. NextGen TV allows for improved video and audio

quality, including 4K Ultra HD and Dolby Atmos, is vastly more efficient, unlocks the ability to

1 SBE is a professional organization of television and radio engineers and those in related
fields, with more than 4,000 members in 117 chapters worldwide.

2 petition for Rulemaking, In re Authorizing Permissive Use of the “Next Generation”
Broadcast Television Standard, GN Docket No. 16-142 (Feb. 26, 2025); see also Media Bureau
Seeks Comment on Petition for Rulemaking and Future of Television Initiative Report Filed by the
National Association of Broadcasters to Facilitate Broadcasters’ Transition to Next Gen TV,
Public Notice, MB Docket No. 16-142, DA 25-314 (Apr. 7, 2025).

-1-



offer significantly greater localized and interactive content, and much more.®> But many of these
benefits cannot be achieved until the transition to ATSC 3.0 is complete because the necessity to
maintain a legacy ATSC 1.0 broadcast during the transition period—with no additional spectrum
made available to facilitate the changeover—requires broadcasters to use all available spectrum to
maintain those multiple programming streams rather than innovate and bring the full promise of
NextGen TV to consumers.*

SBE believes that the Petition’s proposed transition timeline—calling for commercial full-
power and Class A stations in the top 55 markets to complete the transition to ATSC 3.0 by
February 2028, with remaining markets following by February 2030°—is reasonable and
achievable from a technical standpoint.

The NextGen TV transition is ongoing, with at least one ATSC 3.0 station broadcasting in
over 80 markets nationwide, including most of the top 55 markets. Consequently, many markets
are already well on the way to meeting a 2028 or 2030 deadline to complete transition. Further,
the process for a station to transition to ATSC 3.0 is relatively straightforward from an engineering
standpoint. Because 3.0 conversion involves changes to modulation parameters and not RF
parameters, generally speaking tower crews are not needed, and the conversion can often be
completed by a single trained engineer. Certainly, there are a range of factors beyond those which

are purely technical that will inform the speed at which the ATSC 3.0 transition can reasonably

% See Petition at 6-11; Comments of ATSC: The Broadcast Standards Association, In re
Authorizing Permissive Use of the “Next Generation’ Broadcast Television Standard, GN Docket
No. 16-142 (May 6, 2025) (“ATSC Comments”).

4 Petition at 14; ATSC Comments.
5 Petition at 3.



occur, and appropriate timelines for broadcasters to address such factors are likely to vary
somewhat as between individual stations, licensees, and markets.® But, from a purely technical
standpoint, the Petition’s proposed timeline currently appears achievable.

Conclusion

NextGen TV promises significant improvements to broadcasters’ operations and program
offerings, and will revolutionize consumers’ experience with broadcast television. But, that
potential will not be realized until the industry can fully transition to the new standard. SBE urges
the Commission to accept the Petition’s proposals and move swiftly to establish a clear path to

complete the transition to ATSC 3.0.

® See generally, Petition at 16 (suggesting allowance for some NCE and smaller stations to
“opt to transition at a later date™).
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Respectfully submitted,

The Society of Broadcast Engineers, Inc.

/sl
Ted Hand, CPBE, 8-VSB, AMD, ATSC3, DRB
SBE President

/sl
Charles (Ched) Keiler, CPBE, 8-VSB, CBNE
Chair, SBE Government Relations Committee

/sl
Coe W. Ramsey
Patrick Cross
Noah L. Hock
Regulatory Counsel

Brooks, Pierce, McLendon,
Humphrey & Leonard, L.L.P.
Wells Fargo Capitol Center, Suite 1700
Raleigh, N.C. 27601
Telephone: (919) 839-0300

June 6, 2025
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